42          THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

NEW YORK, October 8, 1885.

"Mr. Theodore Eoosevelt Is in receipt of a letter pur-
parting to come from Mr. Jefferson Davis, and denying
that the character of Mr. Davis compares unfavorably with
that of Benedict Arnold. Assuming the letter to be genuine
Mr. Eoosevelt has only to say that he would indeed be sur-
prised to find that his views of the character of Mr. Davis
did not differ radically from that apparently entertained
in relation thereto by Mr. Davis himself. Mr. Eoosevelt
begs leave to add that he does not deem it necessary that
there should be any further communication whatever be-
tween himself and Mr. Davis."

In the autumn of 1886 he was offered and accepted the
Eepublican nomination for Mayor of New York City. He
was also nominated for the office by a Committee of Busi-
ness Men and an Independent Committee of Citizens. His
nomination was based upon his record in the Legislature,
and in his letter of acceptance and campaign speeches he
pledged himself, if elected, to devote all his energies to
securing honest and efficient city government without re-
gard to partizan considerations of any sort. The contest
was a three-cornered one, with Abram S. Hewitt as the
nominee of Tammany and other Democratic organizations,
and Henry George as the nominee of labor and socialist
organizations. The Independents, or Mugwumps as they
were called, unable to forgive Eoosevelt for his advocacy
of Blaine, supported Mr. Hewitt, who was elected. He was
a man of ability and probity, who had made an excellent
record in Congress, and the Independents took the ground
that even with Ms Tammany support he could be depended
upon to be a better and more useful Mayor than Eoosevelt
would be able to be with the support of the Eepublican
Machine. Time was to show within a few years that Eoose-
velt as a city official could be depended upon so thoroughly
to give the city valuable service in spite of Eepublican
Machine support that the same Independents would lament
Ms departure from municipal administration.